MARKET ACCESS PROGRAM (MAP)
MAP HELPS BOOST U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS

· Exports are projected to reach $64.5 billion in FY 06 which, if realized, would make it the highest export sales year ever.  Since the program originated in 1985, U.S. agricultural exports have increased by more than 145 percent.  (Source USDA).

· Although agriculture’s trade surplus has been declining and is projected to be about $1.0 billion in FY 06 (Source USDA), it is still one of the few sectors of the American economy to enjoy a surplus, and without it the overall U.S. trade deficit would be even worse.

MAP PROTECTS AMERICAN JOBS

· Serves as a “BUY AMERICAN” program by promoting only American-grown and produced commodities.

· Every billion dollars in U.S. agricultural exports creates as many as 15,800 new jobs.  (Source USDA).

· In FY 05, almost 1,000,000 Americans had jobs that depend on U.S. agricultural exports, thanks in part to MAP and related programs that have helped boost U.S. agricultural exports.  (Source USDA).

MAP HELPS COUNTER SUBSIDIZED FOREIGN COMPETITION

· The European Union (EU) spent more than $3.25 billion in 2003 on agricultural export subsidies compared to about $30 million by the U.S.  In recent years, the EU, the Cairns group, and other foreign competitors also devoted approximately $1.2 billion for market development and related activities.  (Source USDA).

· Eliminating or reducing funding for MAP in the face of continued subsidized foreign competition and during ongoing Doha Round World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations would put American farmers and workers at a substantial competitive disadvantage.

· Market development, including programs such as MAP, are not expected to be subject to WTO disciplines under Doha.  Cutting our investments in market promotion while our competitors continue to increase theirs will put our producers at a decided disadvantage in competing for international sales.

MAP ILLUSTRATES SUCCESSFUL PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

· MAP is administered on a cost-share basis, with American farmers, ranchers, and other participants required to contribute up to 50% toward the program’s cost.  Since 1992, MAP participants have increased their contributions from 30 percent (30 cents for every dollar allocated by USDA) to 166 percent ($1.66 in industry funds for every USDA dollar).  (Source USDA).

*
MAP is specifically targeted for use by small businesses, farmer cooperatives, and trade organizations.

